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MEDICAL EXPERTS IN COURT. 


The medical expert is called into court 
to testify concerning scientific or profes- 
sional matters of which he is presumed, 
from the course of his reading and studies, 
to have acquired peculiar knowledge. The 
physician is called upon for his opinions in 
regard to medical questions generally, such 
as the cause of disease or of death, or any 
other point involving a general knowledge 
of medicine. The surgeon testifies as to the 
nature and consequences of wounds, and, in 
questions of malpractice, whether or not the 
case was judiciously treated. Chemists are 
relied upon for information as to the pres- 
ence of poisons, in trials where poisoning 
is suspected. In cases of alleged insanity 
the opinions of medical men are sought 
who have paid special attention to diseases 
of the mind. All are examined as to their 
knowledge of the case derived from books, 
or from their personal experience or obser- 
vation touching the question, but are not 
permitted to take the books into court upon 
which their opinions may rest. That would 
involve too much time, and might confuse 
the minds of jurymen not acquainted with 
professional questions. 

Experts may be subpoenaed and compelled 
to attend court in cases of magnitude in- 
volving the public safety; but they can not 
be compelled to study the case and give an 
Opinion on every point that may be devel- 
oped in it. The witness may answer: “I am 
not prepared to give an opinion. I have 
hot examined the case.” As he appears in 
most cases, in our country, he is summoned 
by one of the parties to the suit; but he 
ought always, as in France and England, 

VoL. IV.—No. 8 


to appear rather as the guide and adviser 
of the court and jury. He ought not to be 
regarded as the advocate or representative 
of any view. He is presumed to have no 
biases in the case, but to reveal what science 
has taught him. 

When experts are summoned away from 
their business, and forced to attend court at 
a great sacrifice of time, they are entitled 
to adequate remuneration, not only for the 
time so expended, but for the time, labor, 
and preparation required to make them ex- 
perts. Nor, to use the words of Washburne, 
who has written ably on the “Testimony of 
Experts,’’ has a party “a right to call upon 
a man of skill or science to exercise these 
in the trial of an ordinary question by sim- 
ply tendering him the ordinary fees of a 
witness in court.” “There is a difference,” 
says Greenleaf in his work on Evidence, 
“between a witness to facts and a witness 
selected by a party to give his opinion on 
a subject with which he is peculiarly con- 
versant from his employment in life. The 
former is bound as a matter of public duty 
to testify to facts within his knowledge. The 
latter is under no such obligation, and the 
party who selects him must pay for his time 
before he will be compelled to testify.” 

In acriminal case tried at Rochester, New 
York, Dr. Hammond was engaged to attend 
and give evidence in behalf of the state, 
and was promised five hundred dollars as 
his fee for attendance. And it was decided 
by Judge E. Darwin Smith that “the ques- 
tion what amount is paid or agreed to be 
paid in such cases can not affect the regu- 
larity of a trial.” In another case Dr. Ham- 
mond was asked by a lawyer “if he had 
been paid for his opinions, and how much, 
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in the case;’’ but the judge interposed and 
would not permit him to answer the ques- 
tion, saying to the attorney that “it was not 
to be presumed that Dr. Hammond would 
study the case, and come here and give his 
views of it, without compensation any more 
than yourself;’’ and that as to the amount 
of his fee it was none of the attorney’s 
business. 

We have derived these facts from the 
address of Dr. Johnston before the Med- 
ical and Chirurgical Faculty of Baltimore. 
They are of interest to the profession, which 
we are quite sure has only vague concep- 
tions as to the rights of medical experts. It 
is not generally understood that the med- 
ical witness who enlightens the court upon 
points of science essential to the attainment 
of truth and justice is as much entitled to 
a fee as the lawyer who devotes himself to 
the investigation of the case. On the con- 
trary, there is a prevailing prejudice against 
remunerating these witnesses, and probably 
it would weaken their testimony with most 
juries to know that they had been paid for 
the use of their knowledge. The ruling of 
the New York judges, however, is the one 
which must be accepted as the enlightened 
and just judgment in these cases, that med- 
ical experts are entitled to compensation for 
attendance as witnesses in court. 





ARE THEY IDENTICAL? 


The Bi-Weekly man bitterly complains 
that since the day on which he linked his 
magnificent future with that of Louisville, 
physicians of this unappreciative settlement 
have three times ridiculed him because, in 
a prize-essay, he made the startling assertion 
that “scarlet fever and scarlatina are for the 
most part identical.’’ They did not appre- 
ciate the philosophic care with which he 
hedged himself by limiting the similarity 
to “most part.’’ They have not had before 
their misty eyes that he was a professor of 
practice in half a dozen medical schools— 
some dead, the rest moribund. They have 


not remembered that his chivalric soul did 
not like to be laughed at. And so, turning 
from these barbarians in the flattered home 
of his adoption, he appeals to the classic 
Heberden and Withering to bear him out. 
We are afraid we shall have to give it up. 
The prize-essayist has us, and we must ac- 
knowledge that scarlet fever and scarlatina 
are for the most part identical. But now 
that Heberden and Withering are appealed 
to on one point, let us get them to decide 
a few others upon which we asked informa- 
tion. What have these gentlemen to say in 
regard to the gross plagiarism of the editor 
of the Richmond and Louisville Journal from 
Sydney Smith, exposed in these columns a 
few months since (not the old Gross pla- 
giarism, for which Bell skinned him years 
ago)? Do Messrs. Heberden and Withering 
regard this conduct and that of a gentle- 
man as in any way similar? And if either 


of Messrs. Heberden or Withering were en- 
gaged at any time in the insurance line, 
perhaps he might give some opinion upon 


the settlement made by the late president 
of the American Mutual Benefit Association 
of Physicians with his company. Withering, 
did you say? 





In answer to remarks concerning the man- 
agement of the Kentucky-Louisville School 
being entirely in the hands of the editor of 
the Bi-Weekly, this classic sheet observes: 

“The object of all this is, of course, perfectly 
transparent: it is to induce alienation and personal 
acrimony where all now is harmony, kindness, and 
co-operation. In no faculty is there as much inde- 
pendence of opinion and action, and the effort to 
suggest the opposite and induce the opposite will 


be generally and correctly appreciated as unworthy 
and discreditable.” 


We beg of these gentlemen not to be but- 
tered in this manner. Singly, of course, they 
can not stand against the manager (the heads 
of four champions paid the penalty for such 
temerity); but a combination will prevail. 
Cut off his supplies, and see how quickly 
he will succumb. And you have as much 
right to cut off his supplies as he has to cut 
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off yours. You owe it to the profession, to 
the community, to stop this fearful exhibi- 
tion of indecent rage which is being carried 
on with your money. There is no reason 
in the world why you should not make an 
honest living as teachers. There was no 
occasion for you to do all those disrepu- 
table things to get students, and you ought 
not to have allowed yourselves to be led 
into them. Of course we had to stop them. 
Do not be led off again, or rest assured we 
will come down on you once more. Take 
our advice, and quit the publication of the 
American Bi-Weekly. You are simply losing 
time, temper, and money by the enterprise. 
Call for a show of the books. 





THE editor of the Louisville Bi-Weekly, 
in his endeavor to retaliate upon us for the 
apt entomological soubriquet which we have 
conferred upon him, is forced to recall to 
life Morbison, a/tas Thos. J. Wilson, M. D. 
We buried the aforesaid some months ago, 
but our neighbor has brought him up again 
as “A. D., M.D.,’’ and locates him in Hen- 
derson. Our neighbor fathers upon this 
imaginary M. D. what he considers a very 
offensive comparison, bordering on obscen- 
ity, of the editors of this journal to the 
“t—umble-bug’’ (sic). 

Instead of being in the least annoyed by 
this comparison, we accept the truth of it. 
The tumble-bug is one of the most honored 
of all insects. In imitation of him the an- 
cient Egyptians fashioned their most expen- 
sive jewelry, and to this day antiquarians 
delight in accumulating as many varieties 
of this jewelry, “ scarade?,’’ as they can 
procure. It is believed that the ancients 
considered the scarabzeus as typical of the 
immortality of the soul and of the resurrec- 
tion from the dead. It is the duty of this 
journal, as it is of the honored scarabzus, 
to devote much of its time to the handling 
of filthy and offensive articles. No wonder 
the editor of the Bi-Weekly (and by-and- 
by quarterly) thinks we are a tumble-bug, 
for we have been tumbling him and his 


offensive surroundings very faithfully for the 
last eighteen months. We will continue to 
roll him until the time comes for us to bury 
him in the hole which we will dig for him. 





WE must apologize to our readers for the 
space taken up in this number with criti- 
cisms on our old enemy. We are perfectly 
willing, as we have shown ourselves, to let 
matters drop, now that we have succeeded 
with our convention, and got the Kentucky- 
Louisville School in. We are willing—nay, 
anxious—to extend to it a helping hand 
until it gets fairly started along the paths 
of decency. But in the rage of its leader 
for our putting him in traces, he throws all 
manner of dirt at us. We must correct him 
and put down the rebellion, or our good 
work may suffer. 





UNDER the head of news the American 
Bi-Weekly announces that the Kentucky 
School of Medicine has applied at length 
for admission to the College Association. 
It is pleasant to see such good returns from 
our work, and we cheerfully acknowledge 
our appreciation of the alacrity with which 
the manager of the Kentucky School has 
adopted our directions as to the method 
of affiliation. The application is dated Au- 
gust 18th. 





Coco is recommended for bashfulness; to 
give courage, naught is equal to Bininger’s 
Old London Dock Gin. By the way, the 
advertisement of this heart-lifting material 
in the American Bi-Weekly last week comes 
up-side down. Too many for him! 





THE city of Louisville is now convulsed 
with a row among the doctors, growing out 
of a discussion as to the proper mode of re- 
straint to be adopted with hospital patients. 
The secular press is filled with communica- 
tions from the parties in conflict, and the 
debate runs high. No blcod. 
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PACHYMA COCOS. 


Tuckahoe—Hickory Pone—Indian Pone—Indian 
Bread. 


BY E. SCHEFFER. 


To Prof. L. P. Yandell, jr., I am indebted 
for a specimen of this fungus, which he ob- 
tained from Dr. Kendrick, of Mississippi. 
The latter says, in his letter to Dr. Yandell: 
“As a rule, the pones are not found near 
the stumps or rotten wood, and are seldom 
found in old land, but generally in soil that 
has not been under cultivation, or only for 
a few years. The most of them are nearly 
round or oval, from the size of a turkey-egg 
to that of a man’s head. Although he has 
seen more than a hundred, he does not re- 
member to have seen more than two with 
a nucleus in it. He has never heard of its 
being used for any thing, except to make 
starch(?) He has never been able to-get 
any animal, fowl, or insect to eat it.’’ 

The specimen, resembling in external ap- 
pearance a piece of a root, was over seven 
inches long, and showed on transversal cut 
an oblong shape of respectively three and 
five inches diameter. The cortical part is 
of a brownish gray color, about one six- 
teenth of an inch in thickness, very rough, 
with longitudinal furrows and concentric, 
elevated rings; in several places it was con- 
tracted and constricted by deep depressions. 
The interior part of the fresh fungus is soft, 
easily to be cut with a knife, homogeneous ; 
without any structure, and of a creamy white 
color, Exposed to the air it soon begins to 
harden, deep cracks forming in every direc- 
tion, and ultimately the substance becomes 
very hard and tough. In this hardened state 
it is almost impossible to powder it. The 
best way to reduce it to powder is to lay it 
in warm water, wherein it swells, and then 
to break the softened mass with a pestle. 

The fungus under my observation has a 
nucleus in the form of a root, apparently, 
of a coniferous tree. This root goes length- 
wise through the whole fungus, and has a 


diameter of about three fourths of an inch, 
This root is deprived of its cortical part, 
but the white substance of the fungus has, 
where it is in contact with the root, a dif- 
ferent appearance; it has more of a fibrous 
texture and spongy appearance, while the 
main portion of the fungus has become 
quite hard and tough. No doubt the cor- 
tical part of this root gave in a certain 
state of decay the first cause to the forma- 
tion of the fungus. 


CHEMICAL EXAMINATION. 


Water extracts very little of the white 
part of the fungus. A watery extraction 
made at 140° F. was entirely clear, showed 
almost neutral reaction, did not coagulate 
by heat, and was not precipitated by alco- 
hol, which caused after some time slight 
opalescence. Neutral acetate of .lead did 
not give a precipitate, while basic acetate 
of lead produced turbidity. The watery 
extraction gave with Trommer’s test indi- 
cation of the presence of sugar. A watery 
decoction of the substance was not colored 
blue by iodine. 

The main substance of the fungus con- 
sists of pectose, which Prof. John Torrey 
constated already thirty years ago. The 
powdered mass, digested for a longer time 
with dilute hydrochloric acid, forms pectin, 
which is precipitated from the solution by 
alcohol. Dilute caustic potash forms a thick 
mucilaginous liquid, from which hydrochlo- 
ric acid precipitates pectic acid. The acid 
liquid separated from the precipitate was not 
precipitated by alcohol, proving the absence 
of gum; which might have been formed by 
the action of the potash in case bassovin 
had been present. 

Besides the pectose, the fungus contains 
a little sugar and two acids, but no starch 
and no gum. 

The one of the acids is insoluble in water, 
and is obtained by extracting the powdered 
fungus with strong alcohol. The alcoholic 
extraction is concentrated by evaporation 
and poured into water, when the acid sep- 
arates out as a gelatinous precipitate, which 
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settles on top of the liquid. Taken on a 
filter and washed repeatedly with water, it 
dries to a pinkish red powder. It dissolves 
in strong alcohol, to which it imparts acid re- 
action. The liquid set aside for spontaneous 
evaporation formed at acertain concentration 
a perfectly transparent pinkish red jelly. A 
solution made with alcohol of 0.840 sp. gr., 
with the aid of heat, gelatinized on cool- 
ing. Ether dissolves the acid also, but water 
does not dissolve it all. Dissolved in caustic 
potash, and precipitated from this solution 
by hydrochloric acid, it is obtained a little 
whiter, but nevertheless it dries with a red- 
dish color. Heated between two watch- 
glasses, it melted at a higher temperature, 
forming a blackish red resin, from which 
white fumes emanated, which condensed on 
the upper watch-glass as a white crystalline 
mass, insoluble in water, but soluble in alco- 
hol, and imparting acid reaction to it. The 
resinous substance in the lower watch-glass 
dissolved easily in alcohol, with strong acid 
reaction. 

The second acid was obtained from the 
watery extraction of the fungus, which was 
boiled with a larger quantity of water sev- 
eral times; the fungus swelled thereby to at 
least five times its bulk. The strained and 
filtered watery extractions were put together 
and evaporated on the water-bath, resulting 
in a crystalline residue of strong acid re- 
action. Redissolved in water and filtered, 
a part of it was tested for sugar, which was 
clearly indicated by Trommer’s test. To 
another part three parts of strong alcohol 
were added, which produced only slight 
turbidity, excluding the presence of gum. 
The balance of the liquid was precipitated 
with basic acetate of lead, which produced 


copious precipitate. After decomposing the . 


lead precipitate with hydrogen sulphide, and 
separating the lead sulphide by filtration, 
the clear acid liquid was evaporated, and 
left prismatic crystals of a reddish color. 
By dissolving them in absolute alcohol they 
could not be obtained colorless, neither by 
solution in ether. They were, therefore, 
brought into watery solution again, and 


boiled with addition of animal fcharcoal. 
From the colorless solution perfectly white 
prismatic crystals were obtained. Their 
quantity being very small, I transferred the 
acid into ammonia salt, which crystallized 
in long prismatic needles. The tests made 
with the acid and the ammonia salt left no 
doubt that it is oxalic acid. 


The same fungus grows abundantly in the 
northern part of China, in the province 
of Szc-chuen, from whence it is brought to 
market to Han-Kow, on the Yang-tse, and 
exported from there to the Chinese colonies 
in southern China and the Malay Archi- 
pelago. The Chinese name it Fuh-ling. It 
also goes by the name of false China-root, 
as it has a distant resemblance to the true 
China-root (Tu fuh-ling), the root of smilax 
glabra, which plant is growing in southern 
China. 


LOUISVILLE. 





MITRAL INSUFFICIENCY—DEATH. 


BY WALTER IZARD, M. D. 
Resident Physician, Louisville City Hospital. 


The following case is reported from my 
note-book at the request of Dr. F. C. Leber, 
of the visiting staff, Louisville City Hospital : 

Nancy M., aged forty-two, colored, mar- 
ried, born in Kentucky, was admitted to the 
hospital August 9, 1877. 


PREVIOUS HISTORY. 


Father and mother both dead; cause of 
father’s death unknown. Mother died with 
“dropsy”’ at about the age of fifty (dropsy 
probably due to heart-disease, as she remem- 
bers that her mother had rheumatism). Has 
brothers and sisters, some of whom are dead ; 
does not know the cause of their death. Pa- 
tient had an attack of acute rheumatism in 
the spring of 1861. As well as she can rec- 
ollect all of her joints were involved, and 
she was confined to bed for probably two 
months ; remembers to have had some trou- 
ble with her heart at that time—pain and 
palpitation—for the relief of which a blister 
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was applied over the precordial region. 
Ever since this time she has been troubled 
with palpitation and shortness of breath on 
making any unusual exertion ; but her health 
remained pretty good up to two years ago, 
when she noticed her feet and ankles begin 
to swell for the first time, and she was much 
troubled with “smothering sensations’’ and 
“shortness of breath ;” since then, two years 
ago, her downward progress has been steady 
until the present time. 


PRESENT CONDITION. 


Patient appears moribund, extremities cold, 
pulseless at the wrist, respiration gasping ; 
heart’s action labored, intermittent, and ir- 
regular in the extreme, 148 per minute ; pa- 
tient considerably emaciated ; countenance 
pinched ; great cedema of lower extremities, 
with sloughing of the cuticle on the inter- 
nal aspect of each leg just above the malle- 
olus; chest-walls heave with each pulsation 
of the heart. Patient unable to give any 
history of herself or to submit to any length- 
ened examination until she had been some- 
what revived by whisky and digitalis, the 
latter in doses of thirty drops every four 


hours. 
PHYSICAL EXAMINATION 


Percusston.—Normal resonance anteriorly 
over both lungs; slight dullness posteriorly 
at the base of both lungs. Superficial area 
of cardiac dullness—vertical, three inches ; 
horizontal, two and a half inches; apex beat 
is in the seventh intercostal space. 

Auscultation.— Respiratory normal ante- 
riorly; posteriorly there are subcrepitant 
rales at the base of both lungs, indicating 
cedema. There is a loud, rough, systolic 
murmur heard at the heart’s apex in the left 
axilla, and in the left interscapular region 
posteriorly; second heart-sound clear and 
considerably accentuated over the pulmo- 
nary semi-lunar valves. Mitral insufficiency 
was the diagnosis, and patient was ordered 
tinct. digitalis gtts. xxx every four hours, 
with occasional doses of whisky fro re nara. 

Temporary improvement ensued, and the 
patient was tolerably comfortable during the 


next three days. She died somewhat sud- 
denly on the night of the r2th of August at 
twelve o’clock. 

AUTOPSY 


Fifteen hours after death. Rigor mortis 
marked ; body emaciated ; subcutaneous adi- 
pose tissue almost wanting; great cedema of 
lower extremities and genital organs. 

Thoracic cavity.— The sternum being 
turned back, both pleural cavities were found 
to contain fluid in considerable quantity— 
the effusion in the right pleural cavity 
amounting to two pints, that in the left to 
one pint. One old pleuratic adhesion on 
the right side anteriorly. Lungs normal in 
appearance with the exception of consider- 
able cedema posteriorly, especially affecting 
the right lung. Pericardium contains about 
five ounces of straw-colored serum. 

Heart. — Weight before being opened 
twenty-three ounces; organ large and flabby; 
apex rounded; both ventricles filled with 
black post-mortem clots; auricles the same, 
the latter much distended. Pulmonary valves 
healthy; aortic valves healthy; slight athe- 
romatous deposit on the interna of the ves- 
sel. 

Mitral valve allows free regurgitation by 
the water test; the mitral curtains greatly 
thickened, of almost cartilaginous density, 
and having on their auricular surfaces abun- 
dant warty vegetations; the curtains afford 
a rigid, nodulated sensation to the touch. 
Chord tendine extremely thickened and 
shortened more than double their natural 
size. Tricuspid orifice more than five inch- 
es in circumference. The valve curtains ap- 
pear healthy. 

Abdominal cavity. — Liver and spleen 
healthy. 

Kidneys. — Cortical substance hypertro- 


“phied; both are congested. Right kidney, 


weighing six ounces, contains a cyst on its 
anterior surface near its convex border. 
Weight of left kidney five ounces. 

The peritoneal cavity contained a con- 
siderable amount of fluid ;: it was not meas- 
ured. 

LOUuISVILLE. 
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Gorrespondence, 


THE OPIUM HABIT. 
To the Editors of the Louisville Medical News: 

If you have a remedy for the relief of 
morphia habit I would be under lasting ob- 
ligations if you will publish the same in 
your next issue, with remarks on the same. 
I have acquired the habit of using about ten 
grains daily, and have been unable to find 
relief from the degrading habit. 

CONSTANT READER. 

New WASHINGTON, CLARK Co., IND. 


[We know of no cure for the opium habit, 
save by De Quincy’s plan, the gradual re- 
duction of the daily dose, and the deter- 
mination to conquer the enemy. Tonics are 
of course indicated, and of these strychnia 
stands at the head. All of the so-called 
antidotes which have been analyzed have 
been found to contain opium in one form 
or another.—ED. ] 





NUX VOMICA IN OPIUM-POISONING. 
To the Editors of the Louisville Medical News: 

On Sunday night, the 29th July, at eleven 
o’clock,visited a child aged eighteen months, 
who, at six o’clock, the mother gave a grain 
and a half of sulph. morphia by mistake for 
quinine. I found the little patient with every 
symptom in its worst form from the drug. 
The pupils contracted to immovability ; pulse 
not perceptible at the wrists. I did not time 
respiration, but it was certainly much slower 
than I ever before witnessed. 

[ used with the little patient stimulants, 
counter-irritation, strong coffee, in fact all 
the usual means in such cases, without any 
apparent effect. It being five miles in the 
country I had to send to my office for the 
tincture of nux-vomica, which arrived at 
precisely two o’clock a. M., at which time 
the little sufferer looked as if done with the 
things of earth. I immediately, on arrival 
of the tincture, proceeded by giving hyper- 
dermically, eight drops of the officinal tinct. 
of nux vomica. Its action was more like 


magic than physic. In the space of three 
minutes the little one opened its eyes, and 
pushed my hands off of its arm. In the 
course of one hour’s time I could see the 
effects of the morphine beginning to pre- 
ponderate. I again gave eight drops more, 
and by eight o’clock a.m. I had given in 
all thirty-two drops (hyperdermically) of 
the off. tinct. nux vomica, the little one go- 
ing on to recovery without an untoward 
symptom. 

I was induced to try the tincture from see- 
ing a case reported. Can unhesitatingly say 
to the profession they need have no terror 
from opium-poisoning in future. 

H. H. BECK. 

SULPHUR SPRINGS, HopkKIns Co., TEXAS. 





Reviews. 


The Southern Poultry Journal. A monthly jour- 
nal devoted to poultry interests. Edited by Dr. 
W. H. Merry, Louisville, Ky. Price, $1.00, in 
advance. 

Among our exchanges there comes to us 
every month the Southern Poultry Journal, 
devoted “exclusively to the poultry inter- 
ests.’’ The make-up of the journal is ad- 
mirable—clear type, good paper, fine illus- 
trations, and the reading-matter is varied 
and interesting. We doubt not it would be 
a welcome visitor to many a doctor’s house. 
The rearing of improved breeds of poultry, 
which has been advanced to such an extent 
in the North, is almost in its infancy in the 
South, where the advantage of climate pre- 
vails. There is both pleasure and profit in 
the pursuit, and the Southern Poultry Jour- 
nal tells well how to do it. 


Practitioners’ Reference-book. Adapted to the 
use of the Physician, the Pharmacist, and the Stu- 
dent. By RICHARD J. DUNGLISON, M.D. Phila- 
delphia: Lindsay & Blakiston. Pp. 335. 

This is a very useful reference-book. Its 
accomplished author has had so much to 
do in book-making, and has mixed so much 
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with doctors and students, that he was well 
prepared to know their wants. These pages 
contain all sorts of information which the 
physician, pharmacist, and student want to 
have, and which was inconvenient for them 
to lay hold of, scattered as it was so widely 
through text-books and periodicals. Among 
the subjects treated of are the weights and 
measures of the pharmacopceia, their relation 
to metrical measures; the solubility of med- 
icines; number of drops in a fluid drachm; 
doses of medicines when given by the sev- 
eral methods, and graded for the several 
ages; incompatibles; selected prescriptions ; 
obstetric memoranda; diagnostic syllabus of 
uterine inflammations; the examination of 
urine; poisons; directions for resuscitating 
the apparently drowned; principles of dis- 
infection; dietetic rules and precepts; and 
how to conduct post-mortem examinations. 

The book is illustrated, printed on fine, 
tinted paper, with great typographical neat- 
ness. 





Books and Pamphlets. 


THE SMITHSONIAN MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS 
(300). The Toner Lectures, instituted to encourage 
the discovery of new truths for the advancement of 
medicine. Lecture V.: On the Surgical] Complica- 
tions and Sequels of the Continued Fevers. By Wm. 
W. Keen, M.D., of Philadelphia. Delivered Feb. 
17,1876. Washington Smithsonian Institute, 1877. 


FAT AND BLoop, AND HOW TO MAKE THEM. By 
S. Weir Mitchell, M.D. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippin- 
cott. 1877. Pp. 100. 


DISEASES OF THE MIND. Notes upon the early 
management, European and American progress, mod- 
ern methods, etc., in the Treatment of Insanity, with 
especial reference to the views of Massachusetts and 
the United States. By Charles F, Fulsom, M. D., 
Secretary to the Massachusetts Board of Health. 
Boston: A. Williams & Co. Pp. 109. Price, $1.25. 


ON THE USE OF LARGE PROBES IN THE TREAT- 
MENT OF STRICTURES OF THE NASAL Duct. By 
Samuel Theobald, M. D., Surgeon to the Baltimore 
Charity Eye and Ear Dispensary, Ophthalmic and 
Aural Surgeon to St. Vincent’s Hospital, Baltimore. 
Reprint from the Transactions of the Medical and 
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, Baltimore. 


EPITHELIOMA PENIS (pamphlet). Operations by 
Christopher Johnston, M. D., Professor of Surgery in 
University of Maryland. Reprint from the Maryland 
Medical Journal, Baltimore. 


THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION AND THE 
UNITED STATES PHARMACOPGIA. A reprint of the 
pamphlets of Dr. H.C. Wood, Mr. Alfred B. Taylor, 
the Philadelphia County Medical Society, and the 
National College of Pharmacy; with a rejoinder ad- 
dressed to the Profession of Medicine and Pharmacy 
of the United States. By Edward R. Squibb, M.D., 
of Brooklyn. Brooklyn: Eagle print. Pp. 187. 





Miscellany. 


CHICKENS HATCHED FROM EGGS TWELVE 
HUNDRED YEARS OLD.—The Nation’s Paris 
correspondent states that the guests of the 
Abbe Denis, curate of the parish of St. 
Elio, in the Fauborg St. Antoine, dined a 
few days ago upon fowls whose immediate 
ancestors figured, he says, on the table of 
the great Frankish King Dagobert. When 
the Abbe Denis laid the first stone of the 
church and presbytery he had built, by his 
own exertions, on the site of the old chateau 
and gardens of Dagobert, a hen’s nest full 
of eggs was discovered beneath the ruins 
of the ancient building. These eggs were 
twelve hundred years old, and were about 
to be thrown away by the laborers, when 
the abbe, remembering that wheat had been 
grown from grain found in Egypt in mum- 
mies dated back from the time of the Pha- 
raohs, bethought him that possibly there 
might still be life in these eggs. A savant 
of the institute, consulted at once in refer- 
ence to these precious relics of an age when 
there was yet no France to detest “ Perfid- 
ious Albion’’ or to be jealous of Prussia 
and needle-guns, advised they be forthwith 
confided to a hen of approved success in 
the maternal capacity. This advice having 
been acted on, the good cure and his friends 
had the delight of witnessing, twenty-one 
days afterward, the hatching of a fine brood 
of chickens, the direct progeny of the den- 
izens of Dagobert’s barn-yard. The fowls 
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thus obtained have been carefully kept from 
any mesaliiance with their congeners of less 
ancient blood ; and the abbe has now a yard 
so well replenished with “ King Dagobert’s 
fowls’? that he not only supplies his own 
larder with poultry of this illustrious breed, 
but is about to organize, at the suggestion 
of numerous friends, a sale of “King Dago- 
bert’s eggs’’ for the benefit of the poor of 
his parish. 

Last Days OF THE HOTEL Dieu, Paris.— 
A venerable landmark in the hospital ser- 
vice of Paris and of Europe is to, be torn 
down; a landmark which seems to have 
withstood French revolutions and Com- 
munes, and yields at last to that most nat- 
ural of deaths—senility. 

The Hétel Dieu, with its garden, occu- 
pies one face of the Place du Parvis de 
Notre Dame. The opposite face is devoted 
to the new and simple hospital of the same 
name, a third to the venerable church of 
Notre Dame, and the fourth side of the 
Place to a new garrison of the Garde Ré- 
publicaine. This Place is on the Island de 
la Cité, which is but little larger than its 
fellow, St. Louis, lying just above it. The 
two are connected together by an iron bridge 
of one span, and each is also joined to the 
right and left banks of the Seine by very 
short, beautiful spans. Behind Notre Dame, 
at the extreme point of I’Isle de la Cité, is 
the city morgue. In point of history no 
part of Paris has so much interest to the 
medical visitor as this little island. The 
day of its medical renown has, however, 
long since passed away. Handsomer hos- 
pitals, with ampler appointments, and in 
better localities, have been erected in the 
last two centuries, and the old Hotel Dieu 
naturally has ceased to serve as pabulum to 
the ambitious hospital-teacher and interne. 

On the second floor of one of the hos- 
pital buildings is a statue in marble, life- 
size, soiled by the rust of years. I give 
you the literal translation of its French 
inscription, as it is the most interesting 
point of the whole hospital : 


“In the year of grace 653, under the 
reign of King Clovis II., St. Landry, Bishop 
of Paris, caused to be constructed near the 
cathedral the hospital of the Hétel Dieu, 
and maintained there the poor by his own 
fortune.’’ 

Fastened to the wall of the same room are 
several dark marbles, bearing titles of ordi- 
nances of different kings of France who in 
different ways rendered aid to the hospital. 
Among them are quoted the following: 

Philippe Auguste, 1208; Louis neuf, 1269 ; 
Philippe le Long, 1320; Charles le Bel, 1324; 
Henry II., 1554; Henry III., 1582; Henry 
IV., 1598; Louis XIII., 1614; Louis XIV., 
1652; Louis XV., 1719; Louis XVL., 1781. 
— Correspondence New York Record. 


THE PENALTY OF BEING Fat.—The news- 
papers in the following disrespectful manner 
allude to the Illinois senator: 

Cincinnati Commercial: Judge David Da- 
vis was threatened with an attack of the ague 
at his residence in Bloomington, the other 
day; but by means of prompt medical aid 
the symptoms were broken and a local earth- 
quake averted. 

Cincinnati Enquirer: A painful rumor to 
the effect that Judge David Davis is suffer- 
ing from cancer in the stomach is exploded. 
An exploring expedition by competent phy- 
sicians has failed to discover any trouble in 
the judge’s abdominal district. 

Chicago Tribune: Judge Davis weighs 
322%4 pounds; and, so far as has been able 
to discover by a reconnoisance in force, 
isn’t any where out of sorts. 


‘ A Doc.—Dr. John Sundberg relates, in 
the Popular Science Monthly for August, 
the story of a pup, eight months old, with- 
out training, which, when his mistress was 
taken ill, not only brought her a basin to 
vomit in, but without being told, and with- 
out her knowledge, went and brought Dr. 
Sundberg. Which is only equaled by the 
dog which sold papers to buy himself a 
muzzle. 
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INDIANA, ILLINOIS, AND KENTUCKY TRI- 
STATE MEDICAL SociEty.—The third annual 
session of this society will be held in the 
city of Evansville, Ind., commencing on the 
third Tuesday of October, 1877, at eleven 
A.M. Session will last three days. Presi- 
dent, W. H. Byford, A. M., M. D., Chicago, 
Ill.; first vice-president, C. L. Dismukes, 
M. D., Mayfield, Ky.; second vice-presi- 
dent, G. G. Barton, M. D., Washington, 
Ind.; third vice-president, F. W. Demming, 
M.D., Pana, IIl.; recording secretary, G. W. 
Burton, M. D., Mitchell, Ind.; correspond- 
ing secretary, F. W. Beard, M. D., Vin- 
cennes, Ind.; treasurer, A. Patton, M. D., 
Vincennes, Ind. Chairman of the section 
of Surgery and Anatomy, J. W. Thompson, 
M. D., Paducah, Ky.; J. H. Letcher, M. D., 
Henderson, Ky., secretary. Chairman of 
section of Obstetrics and Gynecology, J. A. 
Ireland, M. D., Louisville ; S. H. Charlton, 
M. D., Seymour, Ind., secretary. Section of 
State Medicine and Hygiene, J. W. Comp- 
ton, Evansville, Ind., chairman; section of 
Practical Medicine, J. F. Hubbard, Rich- 
mond, Ind., chairman; chairman Commit- 
tee of Arrangements, J. W. Compton, M.D. 


La VITRAILLEUSE.—A very Frenchy thing 


has lately occurred in Paris. A woman had 
a lover fifteen years her junior. He was 
fondly enough attached to her, but his fam- 
ily talked sometimes of getting him a wife. 
One night, on his return from the opera 
with her, some one threw vitriol in his face, 
blinding him for life. It turns out it was 
the woman’s agent who did it, her object 
being to render her lover unmarriageable, 
and to secure a competency nursing him. 
The woman and her agent are in jail. 


“ Cop-LIVER’’ O1L.—The somewhat re- 
markable statement, and certainly discour- 
aging to invalids, is made in a California 
paper, that there is a firm in San Francisco 
who purchase the thousands of dogs slaugh- 
tered by the pound-master of that city, or 
that may have been otherwise killed, for 
which ‘they pay forty cents each. The car- 


casses are conveyed to their manufactory in 
San Francisco, where the skins are removed 
and sold to the tanneries, the hair taken off 
and resold to plasterers, the hide tanned, 
and the denuded carcass then boiled in a 
huge caldron until the flesh separates from 
the bones. The latter are ground to a fine 
powder and used to clarify sugar, while the 
oil that rises to the surface of the boiling 
mass is skimmed off and made into cod- 
liver oil for medicinal purposes. 


THE RussIAN FEMALE MEDICAL SCHOOL. 
This at the present time comprises for the 
five years four hundred and thirty students, 
of whom seventy-three are Israelites, nine- 
teen Polish Catholics, eleven Polish Protes- 
tants, and the rest orthodox. In order to 
belong to the school, women must attend 
the regular course of lectures and undergo 
special examinations. All the governments 
of the empire furnish students for this school. 
They belong to the middle classes, and are 
generally from twenty to twenty-five years 
of age, very few having passed their thirtieth 
year. Among them are sixty-eight married 
women. 


Selections. 


Treatment of Buboes.—lI pass on to consider 
the treatment of the different kinds of bubo; viz., 
the multiple bubo, the bubon d’emblée (that rare 
form of bubo where there is no chancre, but where 
the poison is absorbed through an unbroken cuticle 
and makes its first lodgment in the inguinal glands), 
the virulent bubo, and the sympathetic bubo. 

The Multiple Bubo, which follows an infecting 
chancre-—No local treatment is of the slightest ser- 
vice in this class of cases, nor need this be a matter 
for regret, as the internal (or other) exhibition of 
mercury is all-powerful in removing the inguinal 
adenopathy. 

The Bubon a’ Emblée-—Precisely the same re- 
marks apply to this as to the first kind of bubo. 

The Virulent Bubo, which accompanies a soft 
chancre or sometimes a mixed sore—As this variety 
of bubo tends to suppuration, it is best to hasten 
the progress thitherward by warm fomentations and 
poultices, and by encouraging the patient to take 


exercise. The abscess should not be opened on the 
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first detection of deep fluctuations, but suppuration 
should be allowed to proceed until the skin is some- 
what thin and glazed; then the abscess should be 
opened freely along the entire length of the gland, 
and the cavity washed out night and morning with 
tinct. iod. one part and water two parts, and dressed 
afterward with lint soaked in an astringent lotion. 
Exercise should now be very restricted, and any 
sinus which appears should be at once followed up 
and treated like the large abscess. 

The blue overhanging edges of the incision, which 
are such common features in this form of bubo, are 
best destroyed with some caustic—none better for the 
purpose than potassa fusa cum calce. It not unfre- 
quently happens, however, that the gland itself as- 
sumes all the characters of a suppurating chancre; 
and if this should prove to be the case there is no ap- 
plication so generally useful as iodoform. 

It is a good plan to give a grain of iodoform in- 
ternally three times a day, combined, if other things 
indicate it, with a grain of reduced iron, while using 
it as a local remedy. 

The Sympathetic Bubo.—This bubo may accom- 
pany a gonnorhea or a soft chancre, or may be caused 
by a tight boot, or it may be more directly traumatic 
in origin, but the treatment is not affected by the di- 
versity of its cause. This variety of bubo is, in a 
word, a simple adenitis, sometimes terminating in 
resolution, sometimes going on to suppuration, and 
the object of the treatment at first is to induce reso- 
lution, and the next, if this prove impossible, to pro- 
mote suppuration. The best mode of proceeding 
with these cases is to apply a compress of lint soaked 
in a strong lead and spirit lotion, and kept in firm 
contact with the groin by a tightly-drawn spica band- 
age or well-fitting truss. 
element in the treatment. 

If, in spite of this, the gland continues to enlarge, 
though without much pain or any throbbing, I am in 
the habit of injecting five or six minims of the simple 
tincture of iodine into the substance of the gland, 
and generally find that this treatment either succeeds 
in dispersing the tumor, or so accelerates suppuration 
as to make quick work of the resultant abscess. In 
cases where the gland becomes very large and hard, 
this plan is better than mere blistering, or than the 
application of a solution of the mercuric chloride to 
a previously -blistered surface. When suppuration 
has taken place the abscess should be freely and early 
opened, and the patient enjoined to rest, and to 
syringe the sac of the abscess twice a day with some 
stimulating lotion. The injections of iodine may, if 
necessary, be repeated twice or thice a week.—S. MV. 
Bradley, in Press and Circular. 


Rest is also an essential 


Diseases in which Galvanism is Useful.— 
Lead paralysis will not yield to faradization after a 


certain period has elapsed, though the continuous 
current (from a many-celled battery) will stimulate 
muscles to contraction when the interrupted (faradic) 
current fails; and after the use of the continuous 
current for a time the faradic current may be used 
successfully. 

In this disease, and in infantile paralysis, success 
may be expected if the treatment is begun early. 
No time must be lost. 

Rheumatic and hysterical paralysis are often 
speedily cured by faradism, but cases of the latter 
kind will sometimes disappoint the physician by the 
liability to recurrence of the symptoms; of course 
moral and medical treatment will be added. 

Constipation, when dependent on deficient nerv- 
ous power and paralysis of the bladder, sometimes 
yields to the faradic current. 

Amenorrhcea has been most successfully treated 
by many physicians by electricity of great tension, 
obtained either from a fractional machine (Golding 
Bird) or from a faradic apparatus, 

It is stated that just as the interrupted current 
stimulates the menstrual functions, so the continuous 
current will check menorrhagia. (There is differ- 
ence of opinion on this point.) 

Ergot of rye is so sure and speedy an exciter of 
uterine contraction that electricity has not been tried 
by many men. In a case of accidental hemorrhage 
in my own practice some ergot had been given, but 
the contraction of the uterus not appearing strong, 
I used faradism with the effect of the immediate ex- 
pulsion of a foetus and placenta, and shortly after of 
a very large clot. 

With a small pocket apparatus, such as Gaiffé’s, 
and two electrodes, one flat (carried with wash- 
leather) for the abdomen, and the other shaped like 
a rectum-bougie for the uterus, it would be most easy 
to accelerate a tedious labor if ergot had failed, or 
if there were any reason for withholding it. 

Several spasmodic diseases have been treated by 
electricity with excellent results, and especially in 
the case of writer’s cramp, which requires the use 
of a continuous current applied to the muscles affect- 
ed. Which muscles are affected the operator must 
first discern by carefully observing the limb while 
the patient makes effort to write. Observations made 
by Dr. Poore and others show the increase of power 
in muscles while a galvanic current is being passed 
through them. Shaking palsy is said to be improved 
by Radcliffe’s positive charge, if used in the earliest 
stages. 

Electricity should be tried in asphyxia, as it has 
been relieved so many times by the employment of 
a faradic current passed through the scaleni and the 
diaphragm. The upper electrode should be small 
(a brass ball covered with moistened wash-leather is 
best); and if it is branched with two terminals, the 
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current can be applied to both sides of the neck 
at once, a moistened sponge connected with the 
other end of the battery being applied to the epi- 
gastrium. 

Anesthesia of hysterical origin has lately been 
relieved by Prof. Charcot, by placing plates of metal 
over the parts affected. Cases of this kind may be 
benefited by faradization. But it is scarcely neces- 
sary to add that local treatment alone is not likely to 
be of permanent use. 

The results of galvanization of the seat of pain 
in neuralgia have been very encouraging. Ten to 
twenty cells of a Daniell or Leclanche battery are 
employed, and the sponges are applied so as to in- 
clude the painful spots between them. The applica- 
tion should be made daily.—Dr. Casey Coomds, in 
Medical Press and Circular. 


The Abscess of Hip-joint Disease. — Ab- 
scesses that form in hip-disease may be conveniently 
classed under three heads, in respect to the period at 
which they are developed. First, are those which 
occur in the course of a few days in cases of rapidly- 
destructive and violent inflammation of the joint, at- 
tended with urgent pain, high fever, and great con- 
stitutional disturbance. In some instances a large 
abscess has been found within ten days from the 
commencement of disease. Here matter must be 
let out at the earliest possible moment. If it be left, 
the patient may quickly sink. Secondly, are those 
abscesses that occur in chronic cases and are them- 
selves chronic and “cold,” that form slowly and 
come slowly to the surface. Many produce no se- 
vere pain or other urgent symptom; others cause 
much pain while they are still imprisoned in the 
joint, or are shut in by the deeper structures, but little 
or none when they escape into the cellular spaces of 
the limb. These are by far the most common. 
Thirdly, there are the abscesses that Sir James Paget 
has termed “ residual” (Clinical Lectures and Essays, 
p- 310). These make their appearance about the 
joint long after the subsidence of disease within it. 
They arise “where pus produced long previously has 
been wholly or in part retained, and become dry, 
and in some form obsolete, or where adhesions be- 
come inflamed, and residues of pus, degenerating 
under inflammation, initiate or take part in a re- 
newed suppuration.”’ I have notes of two cases in 
which abscess of this kind formed in adults aged 
twenty-three and thirty respectively, who, having had 
hip-disease in early childhood, had for many years 
considered themselves cured. The abscesses were at- 
tended with no other sign of renewed disease. Many 
instances of similar abscesses, though their forma- 
tion was not so long delayed, might be related. 
They are, indeed, by no means rare. I have quoted 
the words of Sir James Paget respecting these cases, 


in order to insist on their precise significance; that 
they do not mean renewed disease in the joint, and 
may be treated and will heal like common chronic 
abscesses.— Howard Marsh, F. R. C. S., in British 
Medical Fournal, 


Milk-diet in the Treatment of Amenorrhea 
and Obesity.—Prof. Tarnier has been induced to 
try milk-diet as a remedy for the above complaints, 
from having observed the good effects produced in 
a patient suffering from Bright’s disease, and being 
subsequently consulted by a young lady with albu- 
minuria, great tendency to embonpoint, and with 
whom menstruation was arrested for some months, 
M. Tarnier’s opinion was asked whether she was 


enceinte, but he found no symptoms of pregnancy, 


and advised the strict employment of a milk-diet, as 
a remedy more for the albuminuria than for her stout- 
ness. He did not see his patient for some months, 
and when she consulted him again she presented the 
appearance of health, and had so diminished in size 
She told him she had 
followed his prescription rigorously, experiencing 
rapid improvement; the urine lost its albumen, the 
excessive obesity disappeared, and as she grew thin- 
ner menstruation became re-established. Some time 
afterward M. Tarnier was consulted by another lady, 
not suffering from albuminuria, but from obesity with 
arrested menses, and he advised a similar regimen. 
In her case, as in the preceding one, there was rapid 
improvement, the obesity disappeared, and menstru- 
ation returned. 


that he did not recognize her. 


It is impossible to draw conclusions 
from two cases; but there can be no doubt of the 
efficacy of milk in the treatment of the albuminuria 
of pregnancy. M. Tarnier is very particular in the 
mode of administration of the milk, and requires of 
his patients the exact observance of the diet he lays 
down for them.—AMedical Press and Circular. 


Remedy for Itching.—Beeck, in L’Union Méd- 
icale, says the itching which accompanies certain 
cutaneous affections, such as pruritus, prurigo, and 
urticaria, constitutes the most painful symptom. To 
relieve it, the patient is shut up in a box, as for a 
vapor-bath, and under him is placed a box filled with 
red-hot charcoal, on which are placed juniper-leaves. 
If they are not fresh, they should be moistened with 
water. The patient is exposed to the vapor every 
second day for twenty or thirty minutes. In prurigo 
the fumigation succeeds immediately, and several 
patients treated by this method alone have left the 
hospital cured. It has also cured, and without re- 
lapses, inveterate cases of pruritus and chronic urti- 
caria. In chronic eczema, and in other cutaneous 
affections, the effects of fumigation with juniper- 
leaves have not yet been well established.— Chicago 
Med. Four. and Ex. 





